[Acute disseminated encephalomyelitis associated with hepatitis A virus infection].
Hepatitis virus A (HVA) infection is usually a benign infection, but it can lead to severe manifestations and neurological symptoms. We report the case of a 44-year-old man who was admitted for pyramidal tetraparesis, loss of proprioceptive sensitivity and cranial nerve involvement. He had developed concomitally jaundice and fatigue. Brain MRI and cerebrospinal fluid examination were normal. Blood tests revealed elevated serum transaminase and anti-hepatitis A virus (IgM and IgG) levels. Acute disseminated encephalomyelitis (ADEM) was diagnosed and the patient was treated with high dose intravenous then oral corticosteroid therapy. The clinical condition continued to deteriorate and the patient died at eight months. ADEM is exceptionally associated with HVA infection or after vaccination for hepatitis A. Other neurological complications, including either peripheral or central nervous system, are reported. The clinical presentation and the outcome of our patient are atypical.